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A letter from our principal

| would like to take this opportunity to send my holiday greetings
in advance, and wish you all a healthy and happy season. | woul
also like to express how proud and fortunate | am to be a part of
this wonderful communityéewe

The year 2011 has been a very fruitful year. Not only have we
worked diligently on our authentic Montessori integrated
curriculum, we have also continued the practice of several
initiatives: wellness policy, sensitivity toward our planet earth, an
awareness of global citizenship. This dedication and hard work is
evident in our program. The
children are happy and enthusiastic
toward their community, and they
help one another in so many different ways. You can see
Without a doubt, weexamples of this on a daily basis, with older Elementary and
Erdkinder children working in classes with younger Primary
all know that thechildren, and the lasting bonds that form between them.

success of OLleithout a doubt, we all know that the success of our
program lies not onlyrogram lies not only in our excellent and dedicated faculty
) nd staff, but in the strong partnership that exists between
in our excellent anéur school and our families. Your involvement in the
dedicated faculty anaducation of your children is crucial, and there are so many
Wways to be involved: volunteer jobs, participation in our
staff, but on theParent Education Sessions, attending our Parent Seminar
. Series, and participating in fundraising events and initiatives
strong partnershipyhich help maintain the excellence of the program.

that exists betweelﬂ this time of the year, the spirit of giving is everywhere. |
our school and outhink it is especially important to reflect on ourselves as
. dedicated community members, to support and further
families. enhance the opportunities that we offer at our school. Our
new Century Club initiative offers this opportunity, or you
can consider making a donation or soliciting donations from
outside sources. Your effort in this area is greatly
appreciated by the school community. Through your
involvement in these efforts, we hope to reach our goal of raising $250,000 toward the
development of our program, including the construction of our beautiful new campus.

Molood Naghibzadeh Ph.D.
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Elocution

Elocution Night is an event at opportunity to perform, and links one performance to the
MSNH in which students they always rise to the next. They can actually be
t occasion. Their poems are  quite witty, and they do an
chosen by their teachers, and excellent job at keeping a
| they are selected from a vast good flow to the evening.
range of poetry, from classical They also give their own
dressed in formal attire for the to modern, sonnets to free Elocution performances, and
evening. Elocution started in 2001Ve'Ses, hum_orou_s, thought as §tudents who have
as a means of exposing students t(proyoklng, hlstorlcal,_a_md typically been in our program
the diverse world of poetry. It tragic. The personalities of  for many years, you will see
began as an Elementary event, andhe students and the poems  all of that experience come
are matched. There is out and shine on that evening
occasionally an original work Kindergarten students (5 yea
which was written by the olds) began performing at
student. Elocution Night two years
ago, in an effort to get some
The Erdkinder students act as exposure to public speaking.
the hosts for the evening, and They typically perform their
they prepare a script which poems in groups of two or

perform a poem or speech in fron
of a group of parents, teachers,
and fellow students. It is a forma
event, and as such, children are

it has grown to include the
Erdkinder middle school students,
as well as the Kindergarten
students. Children go through an
audition process to determine
whether they will do a solo or
group performance at Elocution
Night. All children are given the
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Elocution Continued, Holiday Celebration at
MSNH and Lotus

three students. This is a great
first experience for these youn
students, and it is amazing to
watch their performances gro
over the years as they get olde
Those of you with older
Elementary children have see
this take place first hand.

Diwali Celebration

O n October 28, the Primary students at

MSNH celebrated Diwaliit he of esti v
l ights. o Di wali i s an
Asian countries, and is observed by Hindus,
Sikhs, Jains, and Buddhists. This was the

first year that all of the MSNH Primary

classes celebrated this holiday. The event

was planned by several parents in

develop and enhance their coordination with the teachers. Mrs. Kapoor
public speaking abilities, 2 gave a slideshow presentation to each class,
improve memorization, build explaining the aspects of Diwali. After the
confidence, and cultivate an presentation, the students went to their classrooms where the
appreciation of good literature. many parent volunteers led small groups in various Diwali craft

It is also a great opportunity to and baking projects. The children made small clay lamps

highlight some of the (diyas), decorative sand paintings (rangolis), and ornamental

interdisciplinary aspects of the door hangings (torans).
Montessori curriculum, They also sampled
particularly when children traditional Diwali
perform poems in foreign sweets such as laddu.
languages like Spanish and

Japanese. As you canimagingll Many of the students
there is a lot of hard work that and parents were also
goes into an Elocution Night dressed in traditional
performance, and those clothing for Diwali,
children do not stand on the adding to the

stage alone. It may look like authenticity of the

they are giving a solo celebration at MSNH.
performance, but they have There were so many
been guided by their teacher enthusiastic parent
who knows them on a deep volunteers for this
level, and they have rehearsedll  event, which helped to
countless times with parents make it such a great
and other family members. experience for the

Like everything else in children. Thank you to
education, it is a team effort, everyone who helped
and it is successful when that out with the planning
team comes together to suppo and running all of the
the child. All of that is clearly activities. It was a wonderful celebration, and we look forward

on display at Elocution Night. to having it again next year!

Elocution Night is a wonderful
opportunity for students to
explore the world of poetry,
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Holiday Celebration at MSNH and Lotus

% Halloween

@ Each year, the Halloween celebration is an exciting time

at MSNH & Lotus. This year it was even more exciting, a

Halloween costumes and the parade returned to the

celebration for the Primary students. Primary children

arrived to school in the morning in their costumes (which
exciting in itself). The MSNH Primary students started their day with the B
traditional Halloween procession around the neighborhood. The childre
love parading around and showing off their costumes to parents and
neighbors. Upon returning from the parade, the children took part in
Halloween themed crafts, games, and snacks. There was a giant pumpk™.
bean bag toss game, JaCkLantern masks, macaroni skeletons, freshly
baked build your own cookies, foeshaped ghost paintings, and many othe
activities, games, and treats. Over at Lotus, the Primary classes, with th
help of parent volunteers, began their celebration with Halloween crafts
and scary looking treats, including cookies that looked like spiders! The
children then went on their parade, showing off their costumes to the loc:
shop owners and customers, as well as the parents in attendance (who
in the Halloween spirit and dressed in some great costumes).

Elementary and Erdkinder children at MSNH held parties in their classes
which were planned by students and parents. Like the Primary classes,

Elementary parties had some fantastic crafts projects, scary Halloween &
treats, and exciting games. Mr s
held a vote for the most creativ =
assortment of buildyour-own snacks with special Halloween toppings; ang
Mrs. Motlagho6és class gave each s§

about their Halloween costume. The theme of all of the Elementary

opportunity to let their imaginations run wild and come up with costumes &=
that they could make themselves, with materials that they already had at*
home. There were some very inventive offerings (a Diet Dr. Pepper can
historical and literary figures, a slice of pie, the number 80, and many,
many others), and only if you looked very closely, could you see the scot
tape holding together this creat
students also shared in the DIY theme with their costumes and pdity
especially with the toilet paper mummy contest. Take a look at the pictui:
to see all of the fun that the ¢
Halloween celebrations!
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Holiday Celebration at MSNH and Lotus

One of the great traditions at MSNH and Lotus is

the Thanksgiving celebration. It dates back to the 8 — y=|
very first year of the school, when there was only orsssss o -
class and less than ten students. Thanksgiving, like "”ﬂ‘; . A 'f"}l}s-\%‘ ‘
many other holidays and traditions, is a time to Wikt ot 5 UG
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celebrate and spend time with family. The studentsf ’;?ﬁ
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teachers, and parents at MSNH and Lotus have always been like one o St
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big family, and in this sense, we gather together to celebrate one of t
nationds most 1 mportant holi da
changed and evolved, but it was always about the school community
Each class has always helped to prepare a dish for the event, with
children taking an active role in the cooking. Teachers also prepare «
dish at home that they bring in to share with the community. There
has been a multitude of performances at the Thanksgiving celebratio
throughout the years, including reading about the first Thanksgiving,
dressing in Pilgrim and Native American costumes, singing
Thanksgiving songs, performing plays about
Thanksgiving, and of course giving thanks.

This year at MSNH, the students from Mrs.

Scales class sang 0Si l’l’ nal
Shaker song; Gabriella, Isabella, and Molly _ A . ’

from Mrs. Haiderodos cl
0OThanksgivingo6; Mrs.

students addressed the community on what

they were thankful for this year; and Chayanne
and Danny from Mrs.

community in saying grace, followed by the
entire school singing the Community Song. Ag#
Lotus, the Kindergarten students gave a '
performance of o0oYankse
community enjoyed their spectacular feast.
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The food at the Thanksgiving celebration is
always a joy to behold (and of course eat), anc
there are many people to thank for this effort. |
The teachers and students all pitch in, but the -:@_.}_
hard work is thanks to Dr. Naghibzadeh, Mr. | |
Balouch, Mr. Motlagh, and Mr. Talebnia, who
create a feast that Martha Stewart would envyS
In addition to all of this wonderful food, we are;~'%
fortunate to share in the festivities with many v':,
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Holiday Celebration at MSNH and Lotus

fantastic parents. It is quite an undertaking feeding two entire schools, and we are so thankful that
many parents share their time with us, helping to make this such a magnificent event each year!

Re-Accreditation

O ur re-accreditation process has begun! Since 1999 our school has been accre( ted

through the American Montessori Society. Having met the standards and criteria s t
for accreditation has given us the satisfaction of knowing that our school meets the
highest standards of an authentic Montessori education. Currently only about 10% >f
AMS schools are accredited.

As we embark on our second +&ccreditation we are excited to deepen our awarenes 3
of who we are and look at the potential of who we can become. We look forward tc
reflecting on our program during this process. We will look at our strengths, areas for
improvement, and how we are achieving our mission and goals.

Our upcoming reaccreditation will take place in 2013, and we are already underway in the preparation. We have
formed our steering committee, held initial meetings, and are beginning to put together supportive
documentation. This self study is a formal analysis of our program from top to bottom and culminates with a
visit from an accreditation team

that comes to validate our findings and make recommendations for continued improvement.

We encourage interested parents to inquire about becoming involved. The success of this school is a combined
effort of all of our community. We eagerly await your input and assistance as we work together to strengthen
our program for the benefit of our children and families. To learn more about school accreditation, please visit
www. amshg.org.
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International Day

International Day has become the largest event of the year for MSNH and Lotus, and if you attended
this year, you will understand why. International Day is a spectacular event, but it takes months of hard
work and planning, and the help of dozens of dedicated members of the community.

The planning for International Day starts at the beginning of the school year. Within the first few
weeks, teachers and parents begin discussing what country they would like their class to represent. In
many cases, due to the diversity of our school community, we are lucky enough to have a parent
volunteer to teach a dance from their own cultural background, along with the help of the classroom
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International Day Continued

teacher. In other cases, the teacher takes the lead role and learns a dance from a particular country. The
most important part of all of this is practice! Most classes put in two solid months of practice for their
dance, sometimes even more. The initial practices can be quite challenging, as the routine is new to
everyone. By the time November comes around, you can see the tremendous progress that the kids have
made in knowing the steps, and their practices begin to focus on timing and synchronization. In the
weeks leading up to the performance, most classes try to fit in a practice session at least once per day.
Everyone takes so much pride in this wonderful event, and they are willing to put in the time that it takes
to make the performance gre@twith many parents spending a couple of extra hours per day at the
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International Day Continued

school. In addition to improving the dance routine, this also has the added benefit of strengthening the
school community. Parent volunteers get to know
even stronger bond with the teacher, and they realize the importance of working together with the school

to ensure the excellence of the program. We are so thankful to have these wonderful voluriieers

without whom this event would not be the joyous celebration that it is.

The overall organization of the event is coordinated by Mrs. Sher, who makes sure that so many

elements are in place, which ensures the success of International Day. Mrs. Sher has worked tirelessly
over the years to make this the best event it can be, and if you have been with us for several years, you

will know how far it has come. She also makes sure to have dozens of volunteers in place, taking care of
many tasks, both |l arge and small. Mrs. Sherodos d
volunteers, who come back each year to play their small role in the event.

International Day is primarily about the children and their dances. This year we saw dances from
Mexico, Wales, Hawalii, Spain, Jamaica, Germany, Japan, Iran, Russia, and India. The performances
were outstanding, as usual. They were inspiring, entertaining, at times breathtaking, and sometimes
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even quite funny (you really have no idea how a child will react to being on stage in front of 700 people

until he has his moment in the spotlight). International Day is also about the food! Many people look
forward to tasting so many delicious dishes from so many diverse cuisines. You would have a very hard
time finding that variety of delectable food at any other venue. We are again fortunate to have families

with such strong cultural traditions who are able to highlight some of that culture in their food. Itis a
profoundly unique experience, and it gives you a deeper appreciation of the community to which we all
belong. Beyond the dances and the food, International Day is about this wonderful community. Itis
about parents coming together to support their ¢
to spend time with their students and their entire families. It is about grandparents, aunts and uncles,
brothers and sisters, friends, neighbors, and anyone involved in the lives of the children. It is about the
alumni who return each year to relive some of their greatest memories, and to visit with old friends. Itis
about this magnificent community, which quite fr ;.
attended International Day, you undoubtedly know what | am talking about.

Thank you again to everyone involved. It takes the hard work and support of each one of you to make
this such a successful day, and you keep making it even better year after year! Thank you, and
congratulations on a job well done!







